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This mark scheme contains the instructions and marking guidance that our examiners used to mark 
candidate responses for this component.  
 
Before they start marking, examiners complete a standardisation process. They review a range of candidate 
responses and discuss the mark scheme in detail to agree which answers can and cannot be accepted. 
Examiners award marks where it is clear that candidate responses have met the requirements of the mark 
scheme. These requirements may vary between different components or different versions of the same 
component, depending on the exact requirements of the question and the candidate responses seen during 
the standardisation process.  
 
Sometimes, our mark schemes may allow marks to be awarded to responses which contain elements that 
are factually incorrect or for content not covered by the syllabus. We do this in response to the demands of a 
specific question to support candidates and make sure that our assessments are fair. However, these 
allowances should not be used as a guide for teaching and learning.  
 
We cannot discuss the mark scheme with schools, and we recommend that schools read the mark scheme 
together with the assessment material and the Principal Examiner Report for Teachers. 
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General marking principles 
 

All examiners must apply these marking principles when marking candidate responses. 
 

1 Examiners must award marks for each response in line with: 
 

• the specific content defined in the mark scheme 

• the specific skills defined in the mark scheme or in the level descriptions 

• the standard of response required as exemplified by the standardisation scripts. 

2 Examiners must award whole marks (not half marks, or other fractions). 

3 Examiners must award marks positively. This means that: 
 

• marks are not deducted for errors or omissions 

• marks are awarded for correct/valid answers as defined in the mark scheme and also for 
other valid answers which go beyond the scope of the syllabus and mark scheme 
referring to your team leader as appropriate 

• the quality of spelling, punctuation and grammar are judged only when the mark scheme 
indicates that these features are specifically assessed in the question. However, the 
meaning of all responses must be unambiguous. 

4 Examiners must consistently apply the requirements of the mark scheme and any rules for 
what to do when candidates have not followed instructions correctly. 

5 Examiners must use the full range of marks defined in the mark scheme, unless limited by 
the quality of the candidate responses seen. 

6 Examiners must award marks according to the mark scheme and must not award marks with 
grade thresholds or grade descriptions in mind. 
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English & Media-Specific Marking Principles 
(To be read in conjunction with the General Marking Principles (and requiring further guidance 
on how to place marks within levels)) 

 

Components using level descriptions: 

• We use level descriptions as a guide to broad understanding of the qualities normally expected 
of, or typical of, work in a level.  

• Level descriptions are a means of general guidance and should not be interpreted as hurdle 
statements. 

• Where indicative content notes are supplied for a question, these are not a prescription of 
required content and must not be treated as such. Alternative correct points and unexpected 
answers in candidates’ scripts must be given marks that fairly reflect the knowledge and skills 
demonstrated.  

• While we may have legitimate expectations as to the ground most answers may occupy, we 
must at all times be prepared to meet candidates on their chosen ground, provided it is relevant 
ground (e.g. clearly related to and derived from a relevant passage/text and meeting the mark 
scheme requirements for the question). 

Components using point-based marking: 
Point marking is often used to reward knowledge, understanding and application of skills. We give 
credit where the candidate’s answer shows relevant knowledge, understanding and application of 
skills in answering the question. We do not give credit where the answer shows confusion. 
 
From this it follows that we: 
a DO credit answers which are worded differently from the mark scheme if they clearly convey 

the same meaning (unless the mark scheme requires a specific term). 
b DO credit alternative answers/examples which are not written in the mark scheme if they are 

correct. 
c DO credit answers where candidates give more than one correct answer in one 

prompt/numbered/scaffolded space where extended writing is required rather than list-type 
answers. For example, questions that require n reasons (e.g. State two reasons…).  

d DO NOT credit answers simply for using a ‘key term’ unless that is all that is required. (Check 
for evidence it is understood and not used wrongly.) 

e DO NOT credit answers which are obviously self-contradicting or trying to cover all possibilities. 
f DO NOT give further credit for what is effectively repetition of a correct point already credited 

unless the language itself is being tested. This applies equally to ‘mirror statements’ (i.e. 
polluted/not polluted). 

g DO NOT require spellings to be correct, unless this is part of the test. However, spellings of 
syllabus terms must allow for clear and unambiguous separation from other syllabus terms with 
which they may be confused (e.g. corrasion/corrosion). 
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Annotations guidance for centres 
 
Examiners use a system of annotations as a shorthand for communicating their marking decisions to 
one another. Examiners are trained during the standardisation process on how and when to use 
annotations. The purpose of annotations is to inform the standardisation and monitoring processes 
and guide the supervising examiners when they are checking the work of examiners within their team. 
The meaning of annotations and how they are used is specific to each component and is understood 
by all examiners who mark the component. 
 
We publish annotations in our mark schemes to help centres understand the annotations they may 
see on copies of scripts. Note that there may not be a direct correlation between the number of 
annotations on a script and the mark awarded. Similarly, the use of an annotation may not be an 
indication of the quality of the response. 
 
The annotations listed below were available to examiners marking this component in this series. 
 
Annotations 
 

Annotation Meaning 

 
to indicate where each of the 2 marks is gained, in the 2-mark questions  

 

to indicate repetition of a (correct) point in the 2-mark questions (so only 1 
mark gained) 

 benefit of the doubt’, where a judgement has been made 
used also for unclear handwriting where the mark is awarded. 

 

may be used to indicate the omission of an essential word that denies the 
mark, e.g. a ‘not’.   

 

to indicate:  
 (i) an answer found in an unexpected place 
 (ii) any blank page or stimulus page zoned at the end of each script 
 (iii) all pages of an ‘additional object’, if there is one 
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Additional Guidance 

 
• Crossing out: 

 

(a) If a candidate changes their mind about an answer and crosses out an attempt, award a mark 
if the final attempt is correct. 

(b) If a candidate crosses out an answer to a whole question but makes no second attempt at it, 
mark the crossed out work. 

 

• More than the stipulated number of boxes ticked/crossed by the candidate: 

 

(a) If more than one attempt is visible but the candidate has clearly indicated which attempt is 
their final answer (e.g. by crossing out other attempts or by annotating the script in some way), 
mark in the usual way. 

(b) If two attempts are visible (e.g. two boxes ticked instead of the one box stipulated), and neither 
has been crossed out/discounted by the candidate, no mark can be awarded. 

 

• For questions requiring more than one element for the answer, 1 and 2, where the answers 
are interchangeable: 

 

(a) Both of the correct answers are on line 1 and line 2 blank (or vice versa) = 2 marks 

(b) Both correct answers on line 1 and line 2 contains a wrong answer (or vice versa) = 1 mark 

 

• Mark for communication: Answers requiring the use of English (rather than a non-verbal 
response) should be marked for communication. Tolerate inaccuracies provided that the 
message is clear. However, do not accept incorrect English if the word written by the candidate 
means something else in English (unless the mark scheme specifies otherwise). 

 

(a) If you read aloud what the candidate has written, does it sound like the correct answer? Would 
a native speaker of English understand it? 

(b) Does what the candidate has written look like the correct answer, e.g. one letter missing but 
no other word created? Would a native speaker of English understand it? 

 

• No response and ‘0’ marks: 
 

(a) Award NR (no response): 
If there is nothing written at all in the answer space or 
If there is only a comment which does not in any way relate to the question being asked (e.g. 
‘can’t do’ or ‘don’t know’) or 
If there is only a mark which isn’t an attempt at the question (e.g. a dash, a question mark). 

(b) Award 0: 
If there is any attempt that earns no credit, e.g. the candidate has copied out part or all of the 
question. 
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Question Answer Marks Guidance 

1(a) B 1  

1(b) D 1  

1(c) B 1  

    

Question Answer Marks Guidance 

2(a) B 1  

2(b) A 1  

2(c) B 1  

2(d) A 1  

2(e) C 1  

2(f) B 1  

2(g) C 1  

    

Question Answer Marks Guidance 

3(a) B 1  

3(b) C 1  

3(c) C  1  

3(d) A 1  

3(e) D 1  

3(f) A 1  

3(g) B 1  
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Question Answer Marks Guidance 

4(a) (in the school) canteen 1 Do not accept ‘science class’ even 
with correct answer 

4(b) Strawberries   OR  
Information about (his previous) 
school / Southside 

1 Do not accept ‘tuna rolls’ even with 
correct answer 
Modern use of ‘sharing’ 

4(c) Newton 1 Do not accept ‘Southside’ even with 
correct answer 

4(d) math(s) 
geography 

2 Accept in either order or on same 
line*   
NB inclusion of ‘languages’, 
maximum 1 mark 
 
*NB if additional material on the other 
line contradicts one of the correct 
answers, credit the other answer (if 
correct). 

4(e) tennis 1  

4(f) two  1  

4(g) (he gets a) lift / (by) car  1  

4(h) chef  1 Do not accept ‘nurse’ even with 
correct answer 

4(i) introduce him to people 1 Do not accept ‘show around school’ 
even with correct answer 

4(j) shopping 1 Do not accept ‘skating’ even with 
correct answer unless includes 
‘instead’ 

4(k) (she’s got) homework  1  

    

Question Answer Marks Guidance 

5(a) 8 1  

5(b) 4 1  

5(c) 1 1  

5(d) 3 1  

5(e) 6 1  
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Question Answer Marks Guidance 

6(a) Liza / a friend (is / was soon) 
moving away  

1 Do not accept any mention of 
birthdays even with correct answer 

6(b) (They set up a) new / different (text 
message) group OR 
(They set up a text message) group 
without Lisa (knowing) 

1 

 

6(c) (to find an) indoor activity  
(to do) something creative  

2 Accept in either order or on same 
line* 
Any mention of transport = 1 mark 
maximum 
 
*NB if additional material on the other 
line contradicts one of the correct 
answers, credit the other answer (if 
correct). 

6(d) (in an) arts centre  1  

6(e) excited / it was exciting 1 Do not accept ‘stressed’ even with 
the correct answer 

6(f) roses  1 Do not accept ‘coffee / fruit / lemon’ 
even with correct answer 

6(g) large choice of food  
plenty of room  

2 accept in either order or on same 
line* 
Do not accept ‘like different foods’ on 
its own 
‘food’ must be mentioned somewhere 
Do not accept ‘enough room’ unless 
linked to Tom’s OR continues with 
‘plenty’  
 

accept ‘big room’ 
*NB if additional material on the other 
line contradicts one of the correct 
answers, credit the other answer (if 
correct). 

6(h) (first) pizza was cold  1 Do not accept ‘spicy’ even with 
correct answer 

6(i) (She) printed / gave / made a book 
of photos  

1 
Needs a verb 

 


